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Statement 5: Syrian Refugees Remain Acutely Vulnerable in Times of Crisis.  

Since 2 March 2026, Israel has carried out a devastating military campaign in Lebanon, killing at 

least 4,304 people, including 247 children and injuring 12,203.1 More than one million people – 

nearly one fifth of Lebanon’s population – have been displaced, as a result of widespread and 

repeated evacuation orders and airstrikes in southern Lebanon and Beirut’s southern suburbs.2 

Israeli attacks have struck civilians and civilian infrastructure, including healthcare facilities, 

resulting in the deaths of at least 132 healthcare workers.3  

On 16 April, the United States brokered a cessation of hostilities between Lebanon and Israel, 

which subsequently evolved into a ceasefire agreement on 3 June.45 However, Israel resumed 

military operations across Lebanon less than 24 hours later6 and since, the death toll in Lebanon 

has nearly doubled.78  

On 17 June, the United States and Iran signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), followed 

on 26 June by the announcement of the Trilateral Framework, which reaffirmed “the immediate 

and permanent termination of military operations on all fronts, including in Lebanon.”9 Despite 

these agreements, Israeli military operations continues unabated: Between 18 and 19 June 2026, 

 

1 Lebanese Health Ministry: hOps://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/172360 

2 IOM, Lebanon’s crisis, 20 March 2026. See: 

hOps://www.iom.int/lebanoncrisis#:~:text=In%20Lebanon%2C%20hundreds%20of%20people,points%2C%20and%20humanitarian%20respon

se%20capaci<es. 

3 OCHA – AOacks on Health Care, 6 July 2026. See: hOps://reliefweb.int/report/world/aOacks-health-care-bi-monthly-news-brief-10-23june-

2026 

4 US Department of State, Joint Statement on the USA, Republic of Lebanon and Israel on the Latest High-Level Trilateral Mee<ng, 3 June 

5 . See: hOps://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2026/06/joint-statement-of-the-united-states-of-america-republicof-

lebanon-and-state-of-israel-on-the-latest-high-level-trilateral-mee<ng 

6 Al Jazeera – Israeli aOacks kill nine in Lebanon, 3 June 2026. See: hOps://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/3/israeli-aOacks-kill-nine-

inlebanon-reach-beirut-outskirts 

7 L’Orient Today - From March 2 to April 16, Israel killed 2,294 in Lebanon, 17 April 2026. See: hOps://today.lorientlejour.com/ar<cle/ 

8 /from-march-2-to-april-16-israel-killed-2294-in-lebanon-provisional-toll.html 

9 BBC – US-Iran memorandum of understanding in full, 18 June 2026. See: hOps://www.bbc.com/news/ar<cles/c4gy700j0eko 
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Israel launched more than 80 airstrikes across southern Lebanon, including in densely populated 

areas of Marjeyoun and Nabatieh, killing at least 47 people, according to Lebanese authorities.10  

At the request of the Lebanese authorities, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Human Rights (OHCHR) deployed an assessment mission to document violations of 

international humanitarian law and international human rights law commited since 2 March.11 

For instance, the United Nations documented approximately 330 Israeli airstrikes across Lebanon 

in one single day, on 18 June. Lebanese President Joseph Aoun condemned the attacks as a 

"dangerous and reprehensible escalation" that claimed the lives of "dozens of innocent people, 

including women and children," warning that they "undermine all ongoing efforts to consolidate 

the ceasefire and bring an end to the war."12  

Israel has also continued to encroach further into Lebanese territory. In April, the Israeli Defense 

Forces established a “yellow line”, invading and occupying approximately 6% of Lebanese 

territory.13 In May, this area was further expanded through the declaration of a new "combat 

zone" and an Israeli military order requiring the forced evacuation of all residents south of the 

Zahrani River. 14  These incursions have been accompanied by a widespread campaign of 

demolitions across the South with entire villages, homes, schools, hospitals, agricultural land, 

and cultural and historical sites destroyed.1516  

Israeli officials have also publicly expressed their intention to expand military operations further 

north of the Zahrani River.17 The Israeli military published a map showing the deployment of its 

forces in three additional locations inside Lebanese territory, including Nabatieh and Ras el 

 

10 BBC, Lebanon says Israeli strikes kills 47, 19 June 2026. See: hOps://www.bbc.com/news/ar<cles/ 

c23ymz1n9rmo  
11 UN Human Rights assessment mission on recent hostilities in Lebanon. See: hOps://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/lebanon/un-

hrassessment-mission  

12 Lebanese President Joseph Aoun condemns Israeli escalation, calls for immediate ceasefire. See: hOps://www.instagram.com/p/ 

DZxAwP4mpY3/ 

13 Al Jazeera, Does Israel’s Yellow Line violate Lebanon’s ceasefire?, 19 April 2026. See: 

hOps://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/4/19/doesisraels-yellow-line-violate-the-lebanon-ceasefire 

14 IDF issues broad evacua<ons advisory for all residents south of Lebanon’s Zahrani River, 27 May 2026. See: hOps:// 

www.<mesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-issues-broad-evacua<on-advisory-for-residents-of-southern-lebanon/? 

__cf_chl_f_tk=k27U64G2fQf6e3Szf.SCHb0gUR.hqKCaZ5BbP5GIoeU-1782835584-1.0.1.1hDC7FLgEVCtUVJAlREvnRdA9Nf8zVKI8G7_R.GP3Vn0 

15 NY Times, How Israel is using the same tactic in Lebanon that it did in Gaza, 3 May 2026. See: hOps://www.ny<mes.com/interac<ve/ 

16 /05/03/world/middleeast/israel-lebanon-hezbollah-gaza-destruc<on.html 

17 Al Jazeera, Israeli forces push past Lebanon’s Litani River, 31 May 2026. See: hOps://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/5/31/israeli-

forcespush-past-lebanons-litani-river-how-significant-is-it 
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Bayadha.18 PM Benjamin Netanyahu and Defence Minister Israel Katz have reiterated what they 

describe as a "clear policy" that Israeli forces will remain in the "security zone" in southern 

Lebanon.19 Meanwhile, Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich called on Israel to "open the gates of 

hell," which echoes rhetoric previously used to describe Israeli military Operations during the 

genocidal war in Gaza.20  

Humanitarian and Economic Crisis Following Israeli Attacks 

The humanitarian situation in Lebanon continues to deteriorate as ongoing Israeli military 

operations and the country's protracted economic crisis place unprecedented pressure on 

humanitarian response capacities.2122 According to the Governement of Lebanon and the United 

Nations, nearly 3 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance,23 while the response 

remains critically underfunded and unable to meet the needs across protection, shelter, food 

security, health, and livelihoods. As humanitarian needs continue to outpace available resources, 

vulnerable populations, including Syrian refugees, face increasing barriers to accessing essential 

services and assistance.  

Shelter and housing insecurity have emerged as one of the most pressing protection concerns. 

Although many internally displaced persons (IDPs) left collective shelters following the 

announcement of the ceasefire, returns have frequently taken place in the absence of safe and 

sustainable conditions. As of July 2026, the number of operational collective shelters had fallen 

to 358, compared with 667 in April, reflecting the progressive closure of emergency sites despite 

continued insecurity.20 Beirut has seen 113 of its original 260 shelters close, while 60 of 133 

shelters in Mount Lebanon have ceased operations.24 More than 90 per cent of affected people 

now live outside collective shelters, relying on rented accommodation or damaged homes, while 

the majority of those remaining in collective shelters are in villages located inside "Yellow Line" 

 

18 IDF publishes a map of South Lebanon deployment, says it won’t be withdraw yet, 18 June 2026. See: hOps://www.<mesofisrael.com/ 

liveblog_entry/idf-publishes-fresh-map-of-south-lebanon-deployment-says-it-wont-be-withdrawing-yet/ 

19 Al Jazeera, Netanyahu says Israel won’t leave occupied land in Lebanon, 15 June 2026. See: hOps://www.aljazeera.com/news/ 

2026/6/15/netanyahu-says-israel-wont-leave-occupied-land-in-lebanon 

20 Middle East Eye, Israel kills dozens in Lebanon as minister calls to ”open the gates of hell”, 19 June 2026. See: hOps:// 

www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-kills-dozens-lebanon-minister-calls-open-gates-hell 

21 TIMEP, Lebanon’s impossible equation : Occupation, Implosion, and Erosion of the State, 9 June 2026. See: hOps://<mep.org/ 

22 /06/09/lebanons-impossible-equa<on-occupa<on-implosion-and-the-erosion-of-the-state/  

23 UN Lebanon Response Plan, 2026. See: hOps://lebanon.un.org/en/309523-lebanon-response-plan-2026 

20 Emergency response meeting, UN Protec<on Working Group, 7 July 2026. 

24 Ibid 
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in southern Lebanon. In the South, only 35 collective shelters remain operational, with just 10 at 

full capacity despite continued Israeli attacks.25  

Many displaced families returned to homes that remain damaged or located in areas where 

Israeli airstrikes continue. Others face increasing risks of eviction and homelessness as rental 

prices continue to rise. UNHCR has also documented 10 collective evictions affecting displaced 

populations in northern Lebanon.26  

At the same time, the humanitarian funding crisis has resulted in significant reductions in 

assistance programmes, further worsening food insecurity and widening gaps in emergency cash 

and food assistance for the most vulnerable households. The war has also further eroded 

livelihoods and economic resilience. Syrian refugees continue to face shrinking employment 

opportunities, widespread workplace exploitation, unpaid or underpaid labour and rising living 

costs, which have placed adequate housing beyond the reach of many vulnerable households, 

forcing families to adopt increasingly negative coping strategies, including debt accumulation 

and reliance on informal support networks. According to the Lebanon Response Plan 2026, 

between 60 and 70% of refugee households now depend on borrowing, accumulated debt or 

informal emergency assistance to meet their most basic needs, including food and shelter.27  

Impact of Israeli Attacks on Syrian Refugees  

Syrian refugees constitue a significant proportion of those displaced by the war, particularly in 

southern Lebanon and the Bekaa Governorate. Although comprehensive data remain 

unavailable due to continued movements and registration gaps, Israeli airstrikes have repeatedly 

struck areas where refugees reside and work, including residential neighbourhoods, refugee 

shelters, agricultural land and public roads. As a result, Syrian refugees face heightened 

protection risks while having limited access to safe shelter or durable housing alternatives.  

The Access Center for Human Rights (ACHR) documented a series of incidents directly affecting 

Syrian refugees during the reporting period. Between 20 May and 25 June 2026, Israeli airstrikes 

targeting towns and villages in southern Lebanon and the Bekaa killed 33 Syrian refugees, 

including 13 children, and injured 14 others, including 6 children.  

 

25 Ibid 

26 Ibid 

27 UN Lebanon Response Plan, 2026. See: hOps://lebanon.un.org/en/309523-lebanon-response-plan-2026  
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The impact of these attacks must also be understood within the broader context of increasing 

legal and protection challenges faced by Syrian refugees in Lebanon. Refugees continue to face 

administrative restrictions, difficultés in renewing residency permits and growing uncertainty 

regarding their legal status. ACHR field team documented dozens of cases in which Syrian 

refugees reported receiving summonses from the Lebanese General Directorate of General 

Security concerning their legal status, where some of them had their official documents 

confiscated, were imposed fines for invalid residency permit, or were ultimately issued decisions 

requiring them to leave Lebanon or face deportation. The documented cases also point to 

inconsistencies in the implementation of these procedures in which refugees were unable to 

challenge or appeal decisions affecting their legal status.  

Cross-border Movements and Return Trends  

According to UNHCR, cross-border movements from Lebanon to Syria have increased in July 

2026 compared to June 2026 with approximately 646,107 recorded returnees.28 Of note, this 

figures do not account for individuals returning through unofficial routes.  

Similarly, while this dynamic is not captured effectively by data, ACHR field team recorded an 

increasing number of Syrians who had returned to Syria from Lebanon and who crossed back to 

Lebanon following the ceasefire. The main reasons being that families face persistent insecurity, 

limited access to basic services, widespread destruction of infrastructure and the lack of viable 

livelihood opportunities in Syria that prompted them to return to Lebanon despite the ongoing 

conflict. Once back in Lebanon, refugees reported being significantly more vulnerable upon 

return than before their departure. For those who had previously secured refugee status – a 

small number amounting to no more than 20% of refugees in Lebanon due to pressures by the 

Government of Lebanon (GOL) on UNHCR that led to the suspension of refugee status and who 

had opted to engage in the UN supported return plan which requires that their refugee files be 

closed after crossing into Syria, it remains unclear whether once back in Lebanon they are able 

to reopen the file and ensure continued access to their refugee status and the international 

rights afforded under this status, including their eligibility to humanitarian assistance.29 For the 

majority of refugees who were not afforded such status, these Syrians who returned to Syria and 

then back to Lebanon also face compounded vulnérabilités. For instance, many had given up on 

their previous jobs and no longer had access to their shelters/rented homes forcing them to rely 

on informal and highly precarious housing alternatives and in search of new livelihood 

opportunities.  

 

28 IOM DTM data from UN Protection Working Group, Emergency response meeting,, 7 July 2026. 

29 UNHCR Lebanon : hOps://help.unhcr.org/lebanon/en/welcome/registra<on/  
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These recent displacement patterns demonstrate that returns from Lebanon to Syria are 

increasingly characterized by repeated and unsustainable cycles of displacement rather than 

durable return and fall far short from international standards of safe, voluntary, informed and 

dignified return.  



 


