His Excellency Mr. Anténio Guterres
Secretary-General United Nations

Subject: Request to include the case of the Missing
Lebanese inside Syria to the jurisdiction of
the Independent Institution on Missing
Persons in the Syrian Arab Republic
adopted by a resolution of the United
Nations general Assembly on 29 June 2023
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In reference to the Resolution A/77/L.79 adopted by
the 77th session of the UN General Assembly on June
29th, 2023 and the provisions of Article 13 of its
agenda establishing the Independent Institution on
Missing Persons in the Syrian Arab Republic under
the auspices of the United Nations, to clarify the
fate and whereabouts of all missing persons in the
Syrian Arab Republic as a result of the armed conflict
in Syria during the past period stretching over more
than 12 years,

Whereas the Resolution of the UN General Assembly
is guided by the Charter of the United Nations,

Whereas the Resolution recalls the international
humanitarian law and international human rights law
including the right of families to know the fate and
whereabouts of their missing relatives,

Whereas the Resolution recalls also two relevant
Security Council resolutions:

1- Resolution 2254 (2015) calling for a political
settlement of the armed conflict in Syria by
engaging representatives of the Syrian
government and the opposition in formal
negotiations on a political transition process on
an urgent basis,

2- Resolution 2474 (2019) clearly and thoroughly
addressing the case of the detainees as a result of
the armed conflict in Syria, and ordering
appropriate measures to protect them, identify
the missing and search for their remains,
particularly addressing in its Articles 6 and 10:

a. “States”, in cases of missing persons as a result
of armed conflict, to take measures, as
appropriate, in order to ensure thorough,
prompt, impartial and effective investigations
and the prosecution of offenses linked to
missing persons as a result of armed conflict,
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in accordance with national and international
law, with a view to full accountability;

b. the ICRC, reiterating its efforts in seeking
access to information on persons reported
missing, and calling on all parties engaged in
armed conflict to comply with their
commitments in respect to such access and to
cooperate with the ICRC and its Central
Tracing Agency in addressing the issue of
missing persons, consistent with applicable
obligations under international humanitarian
law;

Whereas the provisions of Article 6 of UNSCR 2474
(2019) related to “States” does not address specific
armed conflicts or a specific State, nor is it limited to
a well-defined time frame, rather it is a general
principle that applies to all member States of the
United Nations permanently and incessantly,

Whereas by referring to UNSCR 2474 (2019) the
Resolution has consequently attributed the
established Institution a comprehensive jurisdiction
with no time limits within the territories of the Syrian
Arab Repubilic,

Whereas Article 5 of the UN General Assembly
Resolution has requested Your Excellency to develop
the terms of reference of the Independent
Institution on Missing Persons in Syrian Arab
Republic,

Whereas the people of the Republic of Lebanon are
geographically connected to the Syrian Arab Republic
from both the Eastern and the Northern sides,

Whereas the people of Lebanon, in their entirety and
all their differences and diversifications, have
reported the Syrian Arab Republic Army responsible
for the missing of a large number of citizens and
family members, detained in jails and detention
centers in various periods and circumstances during
the Syrian tutelage of Lebanon from 1976 till its
withdrawal on 26 April 2005.

Whereas reports of the local and international human
rights organizations have documented the missing of
nearly 622 Lebanese citizens by the hands of the
Syrian Regime then occupying Lebanon, transported
inside the Syrian territories where they endured all
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kinds of physical and mental tortures in various
torture dungeons and Syrian prisons, (reports of the
humanitarian and rights organizations on the
missing Lebanese in the Syrian Arab Republic hereto
attached as Annexes)

Whereas many Lebanese citizens previously detained
in Syrian prisons and luckily liberated, have confirmed
upon their return to Lebanon, the presence of other
Lebanese citizens still remaining in custody inside
Syrian jails,

Whereas some of the family members of the
Lebanese detainees in Syrian prisons, who were
previously allowed to visit their Family members,
used to move to Syria to visit their family members
inside their detention centers before these visits
were denied for unknown reasons,

Whereas these Lebanese families have been unable
to determine the fate of their family members,
particularly since the eruption of the Syrian
revolution,

Whereas all repetitive and uninterrupted
consultations and correspondence undertaken by the
families of the missing relatives, with the Syrian
Regime or the Official Lebanese authorities and the
various humanitarian and Human Rights
Organizations have practically failed,

Whereas despite the establishment of an official
Lebanese-Syrian joint committee since 2005 to reveal
the fate of those missing, its meetings have proven
to be inefficiently useless, after the families of the
missing were unable to reveal the fate of their Family
members,

Whereas the Lebanese Parliament has issued bill
105/2018 on November 13, 2018 establishing a
National Commission with the competence of
searching and investigating the fate of the missing
and forcibly disappeared, yet this commission was
still unable to make any progress on this matter,
after 5 years of its establishment,

Whereas the inclusion of the missing Lebanese to the
jurisdiction of the Independent Institution on Missing
Persons in the Syrian Arab Republic is a humanitarian
cause and a right to their fFamilies to reveal their fate
and put a closure on this File, still pending since
decades without solutions by the Lebanese
Government and the Regime in Syria,
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Consequently,

The families of the missing Lebanese in the Syrian
Arab Repubilic,

The concerned human rights organizations
committed to this humanitarian case,

The members of the Lebanese Parliament
representatives of the people of Lebanon laying their
signature thereto on the present petition,

In reference to the humanitarian cause of their
missing Family members, pending since decades,
Further to the powers vested in your good person to
develop the terms of reference of the Independent
Institution on Missing Persons in Syrian Arab
Republic:

Hereby solicit the inclusion - in case of non-
inclusion - of the case of the missing Lebanese to
the jurisdiction of the Independent Institution on
Missing Persons in Syrian Arab Republic, being
nearly 627 missing persons and any other
Lebanese missing or disappeared whose presence
may be verified among the living, or whose
remains may be located within the territories of
the Syrian Arab Republic and the Syrian detention
centers, in accordance with the UNSCR 2474 (2019)
to reveal their Fate and repatriate the living or the
remains or the possessions of those dead if found,
and determine the reasons and responsibilities of
those who caused their death and prosecute them
before the competent justice and lay appropriate
penalties against them.

Beirut, on the 315t of July, 2023

SIGNATORIES

- Georges Adwan, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Sethrida Tawk, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Ghassan Hasbani, member of Lebanese Parliament
- Georges Okais, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Jihad Pakradouni, member of Lebanese Parliament
- Elias Stephan, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Antoine Habchi, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Ziad Hawat, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Chawki Daccache, member of Lebanese Parliament
- Melhem Riachi, member of Lebanese Parliament
- Razi Hajj, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Pierre Bou Assi, member of Lebanese Parliament
- Fadi Karam, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Ghayath Yazbeck, member of Lebanese Parliament
- Ghada Ayoub, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Saiid Asmar, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Nazih Matta, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Elie El Khoury, member of Lebanese Parliament

- Camil Chamoun, member of Lebanese Parliament
- Sami Gemayel, member of Lebanese Parliament
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21- Nadim Gemayel, member of Lebanese Parliament

22- Selim Sayegh, member of Lebanese Parliament

23- Elias Hankache, member of Lebanese Parliament

24- Paula Yaacoubian, member of Lebanese Parliament

25- Najat Aoun, member of Lebanese Parliament

26- Waddah Sadek, member of Lebanese Parliament

27- Mark Daou, member of Lebanese Parliament

28- Michel Doueihy, member of Lebanese Parliament

29- Jean Talouzian, member of Lebanese Parliament

30- Elias Jaradeh, member of Lebanese Parliament

31- Ashraf Rifi, member of Lebanese Parliament

32- Michel Mouawad, member of Lebanese Parliament

33- Fouad Makhzoumi, member of Lebanese Parliament

34- Adib Abdel Massih, member of Lebanese Parliament

35- Bilal Houshaymi, member of Lebanese Parliament

36- Timour Jumblatt, member of Lebanese Parliament

37- Marwan Hamadeh, member of Lebanese Parliament

38- Bilal Abdallah, member of Lebanese Parliament

39- Wael Bou Faour, member of Lebanese Parliament

40- Hadi Abou El Hessen, member of Lebanese Parliament

41- Akram Chehayeb, member of Lebanese Parliament

42- Faysal Sayegh, member of Lebanese Parliament

43- Raji Saad, member of Lebanese Parliament

44- Melhem Khalaf, member of Lebanese Parliament

45- Ibrahim Mneimneh, member of Lebanese Parliament

46- Firas Hamdan, member of Lebanese Parliament

47- Association of the Lebanese Political Detainees in Syrian Jails

48- Dar Al Jadeed

49- Lebanese Democratic Coalition

50- UMAM Documentation & Research

51- Lokman Slim Foundation

52- The Syrian Legal Development Programme

53- Massir (Destiny) Assembly

54- Families For Freedom (FFF)

55- Palestinian Campaign to Reveal the Fate
of the Detainees and Missing in Syrian Jails

56- The League of the Palestinian Refugees in Northern Syria

57- Adra Prison Detainees Association

58- Association of Detainees and the Missing in Sednaya Prison

59- Syrians for Truth and Justice — STJ

60- Families of truth and justice

61- Syria’s Palestinians Task Force

62- Syrian Center for Media and Freedom of Expression (SCM)

63- Syria Justice and Accountability Center (SJAC)

64- The Day After (TDA)

65- International Observatory for the Documentation of Human Rights Violations

66- ACT for the Disappeared

67- Association for Justice and Mercy

68- Access Center for Human Rights (ACHR)

69- Assembly for Lebanon, member of the LACC

70- American Lebanese Policy Institute, member of the
Lebanese American Coordinating Committee (LACC)

71- Lebanese-American Renaissance partnership, member of the LACC

72- Lebanese Information Center, member of the LACC

73- World Lebanese Cultural Union (WLCU) USA,
member of the LACC

74- Our New Lebanon, member of the LACC

75- The Lebanese Diaspora Network — France

76- Shields of United Lebanon, member of the LACC

77- World Lebanese Cultural Union (WLCU) Canada,
member of the Coordinating committee of Lebanese Canadians (CCLC)
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78- The Lebanese Diaspora Network (TLDN) Canada, member of the CCLC ~ ¢248J1 guiliul) s il dinlll gie W1ai5 o — Gilull wilie Ul a4y -78

79- Lebanese Friends of Canada (LFC), member of the CCLC
80- Kataeb Libano-Canada (KLC) member of the CCLC
81- Our New Lebanon (ONL) Canada, member of the CCLC
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